UNCG School of Education’s Access and Equity Committee

“My Path to Higher Education” Scholarship

Spring 2012

The School of Education’s Access and Equity Committee scholarship is created for high school seniors who will be first –generation college students.  Awardees will be granted book money and mentoring.  The Access and Equity Committee will be organizing panel discussions entitled “My Path to Higher Education” at the four high schools where we intend to solicit scholarship applications.
It is not necessary to attend these discussions in order to be considered for the scholarship, but students who do attend will hear from current UNCG students about their own path to higher education and may get some great ideas to help them move closer to their own goals.  If you’d like to see a brief video from our first panel (held at Smith High School in Fall 2011), please go to this link:   

http://uncg.edu/soe/access_and_equity/index.html  

Please check with your school’s main office to learn about when the remaining events are taking place and tell a friend about it!

How many scholarships are awarded?
There will be three $500 scholarships awarded this spring, which will be in the form of a voucher for textbooks.  One scholarship is reserved for a UNCG freshman and two are for high school students who are planning to attend any 2-year or 4-year college in Fall 2012. Students will also be awarded two mentors from UNC Greensboro. One will be a first-generation college student and the other will be a professor. These mentors will commit to provide support for the awardees during their first year of higher education.

How may the scholarship be used?
Upon submission of evidence that you plan to enroll in a post secondary program in Fall 2012, the scholarship will be provided and may be used to help defray the costs of college textbooks. 

When will the 2012 scholarships be awarded?
The scholarships will be awarded at a celebration event to be hosted at UNCG’s School of Education in May 2012.  Recipients, applicants, family, and friends are all welcome to attend the event, which is also open to the UNCG and Greensboro communities.

Who is eligible for the scholarship?
The Access and Equity scholarships are available to students who are seniors or recent graduates from one of four Guilford County high schools (Andrews, Eastern, Smith, and Southern) or in their first year of study at UNCG and who are the first in their family to attend college. First-generation university students are those students whose parent(s)/guardian(s) have not attained a college degree. Students who have parents/guardians that attained a college degree but have not played an active role in parenting will be considered. In addition, we want to support students who have some degree of financial need. 
Access and Equity scholarship applications may be downloaded from the scholarship website at http://mypathtohighereducation.weebly.com/index.html. Paper versions will also be distributed in February to school counselors at the four high schools we are working with this year.
To receive an application via e-mail, please contact the Access and Equity Committee at this address:   (accessequityUNCG@gmail.com)
How do students apply?
Applicants must submit: 

1) A completed application form;

2) A creative work that illustrates their “path to higher education” (please see formats for creative work and evaluation criteria listed below);
3) A reflection about the creative work and how it depicts their desire to attend college (1-2 typed pages; please see evaluation criteria listed below);

4) Two letters of recommendation from a teacher, counselor, or other adult who can speak to the applicant's qualifications and experiences and can verify their potential first generation college status.  Only one letter can be from a family member.
The submission should be the "intellectual property of one person" not a team. 
The creative work can be in one of the following formats:

· A written project (e.g., essay, graphic novel, poem, drama, or short story)
· An audio or video project (e.g., podcast, YouTube video, or movie formatted on a DVD)
· A media project (e.g., personal website, blog, or wiki) 
· Artwork (e.g., painting, sketch, or sculpture)

· Performance (e.g., recorded song/dance on audio or video or recorded theatric performance)

The creative work will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

1) Creativity: Does the creative work impact opinions about what it is like to prepare and apply for higher education?  Does the project develop new perspectives about the creative format (i.e., song or blog) and how that format can be used to communicate personal experiences? Is the work original, progressive, and/or imaginative?
2) Representation: Does the creative work represent the student’s path to higher education, including the desire (i.e. goals) and need (i.e. financial) to attend a university/college. 

The application materials must be sent (either e-mail or snail mail) to the attention of Amy Vetter, Access and Equity Committee Chair.

AEC Scholarship
UNCG School of Education

PO Box 26170

Greensboro, NC  27402

Please be aware that materials cannot be returned to applicants and that your submission of materials to this competition includes the understanding that they may be shared by the Access and Equity Committee as part of our educational efforts within UNCG and Guilford County or included on our website.

What are the criteria for reviewing the written reflections?
Students' written reflections will be evaluated on: 

1) Reflection: How does the creative work represent the student’s desire and need to attend higher education as a first generation college student.

2) Impact: Potential impact of the scholarship for the student’s educational career and discussion of how the scholarship money and mentorship could help meet that need.

3) Statement of goals and educational interests; and

4) Grammar and use of language. 

Applicants should create their art and written reflections with these criteria in mind. Review the scholarship rubric for more information about how reviewers will assess your materials.

When is the deadline for the applications?
Submissions will be accepted by mail or e-mail from February 1, 2012 – March 16, 2012. All application materials must be received by 5:00 pm EST on Friday, March 16, 2012. 

Incomplete applications, or those from students who do not meet the criteria for inclusion will not be considered.

Who selects the recipients?

An advisory group including local secondary and post-secondary educators reviews the applications and makes the selection.

Good luck!  We look forward to receiving your materials and possibly awarding you a scholarship.  Please contact us at (accessequityUNCG@gmail.com) if you have any questions.

Access and Equity Committee, School of Education, UNCG
UNCG School of Education’s Access and Equity Committee

“My Path to Higher Education” Scholarship Application

DATE________________________________

NAME_________________________________________________________________

HIGH SCHOOL MOST RECENTLY ATTENDED________________________________________________

HOME ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

PHONE______________________________________  

E-MAIL _______________________________________

CREATIVE FORMAT SELECTED___________________________________________________________

METHOD OF SUBMITTING CREATIVE WORK___________________________________________

NAMES OF REFERENCES (2) _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

CHECKLIST:

Completed and submitted creative work  ____________

Completed and submitted written reflection ______________

Requested 2 letters of recommendation __________________

By signing this application, I give UNCG School of Education and the Access and Equity Committee rights to keep and share my materials and understand that they will not be returned to me.

Student Signature____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Permission for Student to Participate________________

Criteria for Scholarship

Creative Work (up to 4 points awarded)

1


2


3


4

Organization: The work was submitted in one of the described formats and is organized for the reviewers.

Creativity: Does the creative work impact opinions about attending higher education and/or new methods/concepts about the creative work? Is the work original, progressive, and/or imaginative?
Representative: Representation of student’s path to higher education, including the desire (i.e. goals) and need (i.e. financial) to attend a university/college. 

Written reflection (up to 4 points awarded)

1


2


3


4

Reflective: Direct reflection on one’s path to college as a potential first generation college student, including an explanation of how the creative work represents the opportunities and obstacles of their past, present, and future education.

Impact: Potential impact of the scholarship for the student’s educational career and discussion of how the scholarship money could help meet a need.

Statement of goals and educational interests

Grammar and use of language
References (one point awarded for each letter received)

1


2

Two letters of recommendation from a teacher, counselor, or other adult that speak to the applicant's qualifications, experiences, desires, and needs for higher education and can verify their potential first generation college status.

Total:









10 points

Reviewer Comments:
